2010 Inductees

Wall of Fame

• Austin Ware played softball for over 45-years with such teams as the Van Dykes, Safari Tigers, the Bandits, and California Gold.

•  Donald Martina played in leagues throughout Chicago and the suburbs with the Rizza Rockers, Doctors, and Bat and Brew.

Women

•  Besides playing locally for Rose-N-Crown, Smooth Over, and Y-Me, Julie Iverson played in USSSA tournaments around the United States from 1981-1985.

1950 - 1963

•  Ray Blumenthal played third base with top North side teams, including the Tom Greens and the Fleck Republicans.

•  Eugene Mathis played in the legendary Daddy-O-Daylie League and the South side Tavern League with the Gaylords, the Chicago Rockets, and the Iron Men.

1964 - 1979

•  Willie Kemp played shortstop for more than four decades with the Kuppenheimer/Senators. He won numerous MVP awards at the local, state, and national levels.

•  Greg Burzynski played right field for the Lyons 45s and for the Second City. He won the batting title at a tournament in Santa Clara, CA.

•  Bobby Russ, Sr won Forest park titles with the Stompers and Ottos. He also played for the Olympics, the 45s, and the Rogues.

1980 - 1991
•  Tim Flanagan played with some of the top teams of the '80s and' 90s. He competed in 15 ASA National tournaments and won the Forest Park title with Ottos and with Lettuce.

•  Randy Filkins played with the Cougars, Ringers, and Sports Station. He was MVP of the Grant Park Tournament in 1982.

•  George Kelleher pitched for the Stickmen, Sports Channel and Crush. He has a lifetime record of 2000 wins against 700 losses.

1992 - Current

•  Tom Balek – information to come
•  Bobby Lopez played 26-years of major softball, winning six ASA National titles and numerous Forest Park and Grant Park championships.

Organizers

•  Richard Klein organized DRESL (Downtown Real Estate Softball League) in 1979. It is going strong today with sixteen teams competing.

•  Frank Fiorito was Rookie of the Year Director of USSSA Softball in 1995, but is probably best known as the organizer on the Terry Moran Tournament from 1995 to 2010.

Umpire

•  Mike Zizzi started umpiring in 1982 and has officiated more than 4000 games at the local, state, and national levels.

Manager

•  Joel Zimberoff played softball with the Dwarfs from 1959 to 1973 but is best known as one of the founders and managers of the Lettuce softball dynasty during the 1990s. 

Field of Dreams

•  The Park District of Forest Park sponsors the No Gloves Nationals, a tournament that many softball veterans consider to be one of the most important tournaments of each season.

Daley Award

•  Alderwoman Ginger Rugai sponsors an annual Y-Me Tournament. This tournament attracts some of softball's great female players and raises money for breast cancer research.

Teams

•  Doctors – information to come
•  Since 1985 Crush has been and important force in 16-inch softball, growing from a team that competed in local parks to a powerhouse in "A" and Major National softball.

•  The members of Dog's Bite have won titles at Hamlin, Wells, and Brooks Park since they started playing together in 1975.

•  Smooth Over – information to come
